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From: Duncan Sinclair 
Sent: 20 September 2021 18:58
To: John Gregory
Cc:  Jon Scott; Tricia; Sue Oppenheimer; tom@communityr4c.com
Subject: Re: Decision and statement of Reasons

 
John 
 
You are of course, in one sense, correct.   
 
My opinion of Grant Thornton (at which firm my father in law was a senior partner having spent some 40 years 
there as a tax specialist) is now greatly diminished.  No reason you should care, nor (I suspect) were you left to act 
without the influence of others (no need to respond, indeed best not to - my only thought is this was unlikely to be 
your sole decision but rather a corporate one and my ‘allegation’ is not personal, it is against GT). 
 
A sorry state of affairs indeed.  Quis custodiet ipsos custodes?  GT was supposed to properly oversee the responsible 
expenditure of public funds, calling to account (at least making public by a report) any errors which occurred and 
where lessons should be learnt within GCC. 
 
GCC was found, by the High Court, to have hidden the true cost (to the tune of more than the annual education and 
social care budget of the Council) of its largest contract, not only from taxpayers but from its own Councillors 
including some on the audit committee.   
 
What a shame a conflict of interest so influenced Grant Thornton.  Sue me - as your lawyers will know, it is no libel 
(as it is true). And (for your legal team which has so elegantly navigated GT through so it may maintain its income 
from GCC) I have published by copy to others and may well do so verbally or in writing further. 
 
Shame. 
 
 
 
Duncan Sinclair 
Barrister (acting pro bono publica for the complainants) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duncan Sinclair 
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Email: Duncan.Sinclair@39essex.com 
LinkedIn | Twitter | www.39essex.com 
 

 
 

 
 
Are you planning to visit Chambers? If so, please make sure you read our Covid-19 Visitor Notice  
 
About Us 
39 Essex Chambers’ members provide legal and advocacy services as independent, self-employed barristers and no entity connected with 39 
Essex Chambers provides any legal services. 39 Essex Chambers (Services) Limited manages the administrative, operational and support 
functions of Chambers and is a company incorporated in England and Wales (company number 7385894) with its registered office at 81 
Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1DD. Regulated by the Bar Standards Board. 

Privacy & Confidentiality 
Please click here for my Privacy Notice for work as a Barrister. 
Please click here for Chambers Privacy Notice. 
Internet e-mail is not necessarily secure or reliable. Please let us know if you would like to establish a secure channel of communication. This 
e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be legally privileged. They are intended only for the use of the named recipient. If you 
are not the named or intended recipient, please notify us immediately. In such an event, you should not disclose the contents of this e-mail or 
any attachments to any other person, nor copy, print, store or use them in any manner whatsoever. Thank you for your co-operation.  

Viruses 
This email (including any attachments) is believed to be free of any virus or defect, but this is not guaranteed, and it is the responsibility of the 
recipient to ensure this. 

 

On 20 Sep 2021, at 15:36, John Gregory <John.Gregory@uk.gt.com> wrote: 

  
Commercial in confidence 

  
Tom 
Thank you for your email – I will consider your comments fully, but in the meantime I must make very 
clear that I did not attempt to mislead you in my email last week. I did not comment one way or the 
other on the outcome of the objection (in terms of whether or not the ‘information’ which you had 
received about the form of reporting was likely to be correct), and it would have been highly 
inappropriate for me to have done so at that time, prior to my decision and prior to notification to the 
Council of the outcome – which was within a few seconds of informing you earlier today.     
Regards 
John 
  

John Gregory 
Director, Audit 
Grant Thornton UK LLP 
  

T +44 (0)121 212 4000 
E John.Gregory@uk.gt.com 
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grantthornton.co.uk 
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The Colmore Building, 20 Colmore Circus 
Birmingham B4 6AT 
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From: 
Sent: 20 September 2021 13:16 

Subject: RE: Decision and statement of Reasons 
  
EXTERNAL 

 
John, just to confirm. 
  
This conclusion is exactly as was conveyed to the Council last week and your note to me on Friday 
was misleading? Why mislead us? 
  
You seem to have negotiated with the Council to remove the formal Public Interest Report that was 
in your December 2020 draft and recommend no further actions on condition that they make your 
report public through the audit committee. Is this correct? 
  
Please let us know what representations the Council made to you, directly and via your colleague 
Peter Barber, in order to negotiate this substantial dilution of your conclusions.  
  
What processes did you engage to ensure you were not unduly influenced by GCC and your GT 
colleagues on this important matter of public reporting? 
  
Please understand that without further explanation our take on this will be to highlight your change 
of heart while negotiating with GCC. 
  
With regards, 
  
Tom 
  

Tom Jarman 
Co Founder: Community R4C 
 

 

<image004.jpg> 

Community R4C Ltd is a community owned, not-for-profit business based in Gloucestershire committed to circular 
economy principles. Registered with the FCA as a Community Benefits Society, registration number 7282. Community R4C 
Ltd, The Exchange, Brick Row, Stroud, GL5 1DF 
  
  

From: John Gregory <John.Gregory@uk.gt.com>  
Sent: 20 September 2021 12:18 
To: 
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Subject: Decision and statement of Reasons 
  

Commercial in confidence 
  
Please see attached documents, with comprise our Decision and Statement of Reasons in respect of 
your objection, including the legal annex, plus a courtesy copy of the report which I am today issuing 
to the Council. 
Regards 
John  
  
  

John Gregory 
Director, Audit 
Grant Thornton UK LLP 
  

T +44 (0)121 212 4000 
E John.Gregory@uk.gt.com 
  
grantthornton.co.uk 
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The Colmore Building, 20 Colmore Circus 
Birmingham B4 6AT 
  
<image003.png> 
  
  
From: t

Subject: RE: Final Objector Comments RE: Release of Draft Provisional Views FW: Confidentiality FW: 
Gloucestershire County Council - EfW objection 
  
EXTERNAL 

 
Hi John,  
  
Thank you for the update. We are very sympathetic and do hope that whatever the family situation 
is that you feel supported and have the time and space you will need.  
  
It is now over 12 months since the judgement , 4 ½  years since our objection and 10+ months since 
your much delayed legal advice leading to the draft report of December last year. This draft set out 
that you planned to issue a public interest report, we assume you will now do this. You will 
understand that we are keen that we – and other non-cabinet groups - can now at last work with 
the Council to address the failings of the procurement process in 2016 (and 2013). One issue this 
public accountability issue has is that the Audit committee has again effectively been told what they 
can, and cannot address (defying a key principle of audit), and been told that if they are “out voted” 
by a self-protecting ruling majority there is nothing more they can do. We very much hope that your 
report and the actions that follow can robustly address the issues you have now accepted so that we 
are not further frustrated in the public accountability process. 
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We hope that we can work together on this now, it is very important to all of us in Gloucestershire, 
and for confidence in the audit oversight process in general.  
  
With regards, Tom 
  
  

Tom Jarman 
Co Founder: Community R4C 
 

 

<image004.jpg> 

Web: www.communityr4c.com  
Community R4C Ltd is a community owned, not-for-profit business based in Gloucestershire committed to circular 
economy principles. Registered with the FCA as a Community Benefits Society, registration number 7282. Community R4C 
Ltd, The Exchange, Brick Row, Stroud, GL5 1DF 
  
  

From: John Gregory <John.Gregory@uk.gt.com>  
Sent: 31 August 2021 10:28 
To:

Subject: RE: Final Objector Comments RE: Release of Draft Provisional Views FW: Confidentiality FW: 
Gloucestershire County Council - EfW objection 
  

Commercial in confidence 
  
Hi Tom 
Many apologies for the radio silence. 
As you may have gathered, I have been off work for a few weeks due to the impact of home and 
family circumstances, but I’m pleased to say I am now back in work, albeit on a part time basis, and 
things are progressing with the objection, such that I am confident that the outcome will be reported 
to the September Audit Committee and will of course be shared with yourselves in advance of that. I 
appreciate the frustration which must have been caused by this further delay, but it is not what I 
would have chosen. 
Regards 
John  
  
  

John Gregory 
Director, Audit 
Grant Thornton UK LLP 
  

T +44 (0)121 212 4000 
E John.Gregory@uk.gt.com 
  
grantthornton.co.uk 
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The Colmore Building, 20 Colmore Circus 
Birmingham B4 6AT 
  
<image003.png> 
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From: tom@tjarman.com <tom@tjarman.com>  
Sent: 08 July 2021 20:21 
To: John Gregory <John.Gregory@uk.gt.com> 
Cc: Tom@communityr4c.com 
Subject: RE: Final Objector Comments RE: Release of Draft Provisional Views FW: Confidentiality FW: 
Gloucestershire County Council - EfW objection 
  
EXTERNAL 

 
Hi John, did you get this note? 
  
Please confirm likely timing and process from here. 
  
Thanks, Tom 
  

Tom Jarman 
Co Founder: Community R4C 
 

 

<image004.jpg> 
Phone: + 44 7966 22 33 06  
Email: tom@tjarman.com 
Skype: tomjarman 
Web: www.communityr4c.com  
Community R4C Ltd is a community owned, not-for-profit business based in Gloucestershire commtted to circular 
economy principles. Registered with the FCA as a Community Benefits Society, registration number 7282. Community R4C 
Ltd, The Exchange, Brick Row, Stroud, GL5 1DF 
  

From: 
Sent: 02 July 2021 13:37 
To: 'John Gregory' <John.Gregory@uk.gt.com> 

' ' ' '

Subject: RE: Final Objector Comments RE: Release of Draft Provisional Views FW: Confidentiality FW: 
Gloucestershire County Council - EfW objection 
  
Dear John, 
  
Is there any further update on this please? 
  
Thank you, Tom 
  

Tom Jarman 
Co Founder: Community R4C 
 

 

<image004.jpg> 

Skype: tomjarman 
Web: www.communityr4c.com  
Community R4C Ltd is a community owned, not-for-profit business based in Gloucestershire committed to circular 
economy principles. Registered with the FCA as a Community Benefits Society, registration number 7282. Community R4C 
Ltd, The Exchange, Brick Row, Stroud, GL5 1DF 
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From: John Gregory <John.Gregory@uk.gt.com>  
Sent: 11 June 2021 16:45 
To: 

Subject: RE: Final Objector Comments RE: Release of Draft Provisional Views FW: Confidentiality FW: 
Gloucestershire County Council - EfW objection 
  

Commercial in confidence 
  
Hi Tom 
Sorry it has taken me a few days to get back to you. Our final response to your objection is currently 
being reviewed by PSAA Ltd (the body which appoints us as auditors). It is a requirement of our 
contractual terms that we give them an opportunity to comment at this final stage. Subject to any 
comments they may have, we really aren’t then far away from issuing the decision, but nothing will 
happen on this next week as I am on leave. 
Regards 
John 
  
  

John Gregory 
Director, Audit 
Grant Thornton UK LLP 
  
D +

T +44 (0)121 212 4000 
E John.Gregory@uk.gt.com 
  
grantthornton.co.uk 
  
<image005.png> 
  
The Colmore Building, 20 Colmore Circus 
Birmingham B4 6AT 
  
<image003.png> 
  
  
From: t
Sent: 08 June 2021 07:20 
To: John Gregory <John.Gregory@uk.gt.com> 
Cc: '

Subject: RE: Final Objector Comments RE: Release of Draft Provisional Views FW: Confidentiality FW: 
Gloucestershire County Council - EfW objection 
  
EXTERNAL 

 
Hi John, 
  
Now that we are through the elections can you say when we might expect your report? Please feel 
free to call or set up a meeting if you would discuss anything in our full final submission. 
  
Thank you, Tom 
  
Tom Jarman 




